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The Company 
 

FenceSitter Films was founded on the belief that films don't need straight white men as 
heroes in order to be successful and entertaining. We are committed to telling stories not 
told in mainstream films, producing creative, innovative, entertaining, and profitable 
films from the feminine, minority, and queer perspectives. We foster the projects of 
writers, directors, and actors who value these viewpoints, providing a voice for those 
thirsting to explore alternative points of view.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Steam 
 

Steam tells the stories of three very different women, whose lives are linked only by the 
steam room at the local gym. The women seem “stuck” in life. They are unable to 
overcome what is keeping them from growing and thriving in their lives, until each 
embarks on a relationship that will lead them to themselves. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

Biography – Ruby Dee 
 

 
Ruby Dee is a celebrated Hollywood veteran. An icon of American cinema, Ms. Dee has 
been in such prolific films as The Jackie Robinson Story, A Raisin in the Sun, Roots (TV 
mini-series), Do the Right Thing, Jungle Fever,  and Their Eyes Were Watching God, all 
leading up to her Oscar-nominated performance in American Gangster. Ms. Dee appears 
in Steam as Doris, a widow who finds love in her later years. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

Biography – Ally Sheedy 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Iconic actress Ally Sheedy has been a fan favorite for almost three decades. Getting her 
start as a pre-teen best-selling author, Ms. Sheedy was soon catapulted into the limelight 
as one of the famed “Brat Pack” in the 80s. Ms. Sheedy has since become a well-known 
indie actress. Her film repertoire includes WarGames, The Breakfast Club, St. Elmo's 
Fire, High Art, and Steam, as well as appearances in multiple TV shows over the years. 
She was also the first female to play transgendered rockstar Hedwig in the stage musical 
Hedwig and the Angry Inch. In Steam, Ms. Sheedy plays Laurie, a single mother going 
through a bitter custody battle with her ex-husband while juggling a new relationship 
with a younger man.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

Biography – Kate Siegel 
 

 
 

Young Hollywood up-and-comer Kate Siegel is sure to be cinema's next “It Girl”. Her 
acting career began in college by performing in stage plays. Upon her move from 
Washington D.C. to Los Angeles, she starred in the popular TV show The OC. Her first 
lead role was starring in a feature horror film, Into Darkness followed by playing 
opposite America Ferrera in Towards Darkness (Hacia la Oscuridad). In Steam, Siegel 
plays Elizabeth, a college co-ed who comes of age by breaking free of parental bonds, 
becoming an activist, and coming out as a lesbian. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Biography – Kyle Schickner 
 

Kyle Schickner left Rutgers University in 1995 to start an Off-Off-Broadway theater 
company called FenceSitter Productions. Based out of the Stanford Meisner Theater, the 
company produced four successful plays, three of which were written and directed by 
Schickner himself.  
 
Schickner eventually relocated to Los Angeles, and FenceSitter Productions became 
FenceSitter Films. Schickner has written and directed five feature films, as well as 
several commercials and music videos. His features include romantic comedy Rose By 
Any Other Name..., the mockumentary Full Frontal, and the critically acclaimed thriller 
Strange Fruit. 
 
His current feature film, Steam, stars Oscar-nominated actress Ruby Dee, 80s and indie 
icon Ally Sheedy, and up-and-coming young actress Kate Siegel. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Biography – Kennedi Martin 
 

Kennedi Martin graduated with honors from the University of Illinois with a BA in 
Media Studies. Upon graduating, she was offered a job at “The Jerry Springer Show”, 
and quickly worked her way from intern to producer. Her tenure at the infamous talk 
show taught her everything she needed to know about rigorous schedules and small 
budgets, but after two years, she found it hard to reconcile the kind of projects that she 
wanted to do with what she was called upon to do everyday at the Springer Show. 
Inspired after reading an article in a local magazine about FenceSitter Films, she decided 
to pack up her bags and move to Los Angeles to pursue projects close to her heart – the 
same kinds of projects that FSF was making. Her first call upon settling in LA was to 
call Kyle Schickner. When they met a week later, it was clear that they had the same 
goals. Martin signed on immediately to Sister's Keeper, a feature produced by Schickner 
and directed by Kent Faulcon. Since then, she has become an integral part of the FSF 
production team.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Credits 
 

 
CAST 

 
Doris      Ruby Dee 
Laurie     Ally Sheedy 
Elizabeth     Kate Siegel 
Roy      Alan Ritchson 
TJ      Zack Mills 
August     Dick Anthony Williams 
Jacky      Chelsea Handler 
Susan      Maxine Bahns 
Niala      Reshma Shetty 
Reverend Patterson   Charles Robinson 
William     Cylk Cozart 
Frank      Lane Davis 
Diane      Joanne Baron 
Ella      Carol Woods 
Alice      Ernestine Jackson 
Tom      Ron Bottitta 
Gena      Camila Borrero 
Reba      Alex Boling 
Brenda     Lynn Matthew 
Lynn      DeWanda Wise 
Jason      Jason Hastings 
Women Studies Professor  Deborah Jean Templin 
Creative Writing Professor  Richard Tanner 
Debbie     Sandrine Marlier 
Doris’ Daughter    Celestial Johnson 



Man on Answering Machine  Christopher May 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Produced by     Lisa Basson 
       Kennedi Martin 

          Kyle Schickner 
Sam Jones 

  
 
Written and Directed by    Kyle Schickner 
 
 
 
Associate Producers   Heather Tait 
      David Campanile 
 
Director pf Photography   David Takashi Oye 
Original Score     Damian Montano 
Casting     Thomas Floode 
1st Assistant Director   Kennedi Martin 
2nd Assistant Director            Jennifer D. Wilkins 
2nd 2nd Assistant Director  Ben Eagan 
Assistant Production Manager  Karim Dossani 
Production Coordinator   Heather Hollin 
2nd Unit Director of Photography Mike Budde 
1st Assistant Camera   Will Hemmerle 
2nd Assistant Camera   Thoreau Hemmerle 
Additional 1st Assistant Camera John Charter 
Gaffer     Owen Simmons 
Key Grip     Eric Kline 
Best Boy Electric    Nat Aguilar 
Grip/Electric swing   Andrew Aiello 
Grip/Electric swing   Noel Bernhardt 
Grip/Electric swing    Adam Chinoy 



Grip/Electric swing   Eric Senne 
Additional Grip    Owen Jones 
Additional Grip    Andrew Wheeler 
Dolly Grip     King J Greenspon 
Generator Operator   Thomas Cestare Jr. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Costume Designer    Charlotte Kruse 
Assistant Costume Designer  Kirsten LaGreca 
Key Make Up/Hair   Michelle Chung 
Additional Make Up   Leslie Pretat 
Production Designer   Beth Mickle 
Art Director     Mike Romano 
Assistant Art Director   Richard Bailey 
Set Decorator    Kerith Creo 
On Set Decorator    Kristin Yager 
Leadman     Mike Ahern 
Set Dresser     Tim Gehling 
Property Master    Jeremy L Balon 
Assistant Property Master  Matthew Amenta 
Transportation Coordinator  Robert Schickner 
Location Sound    Joe Cantor 
Boom Operator    Bily Graumann 
Still Photographer    Mike Budde 
Assistant to Mr. Schickner  Deborah Lunk 
Ms. Dee’s Stand-in   Louise G. Colon 
Key Production Assistant  Michael Ball 
Production Assistant   Jeremy Christ 

         Jessi Clayton 
          Joseph Tita 

Caren Caterina 
Ian Wehrle 
Christian Schickner 
Chris Parsons 
Alex Unger 
Rob Genger 
Paul Perez 
Lauren Frausto 
Josh Carson 
Samantha Wear 
Noah Mucci 
 

Extra Casting    Sylvia Fay Casting        



 
 

      Lee Jennik 
 
Production Insurance by   Truman Van Dyke Insurance 
 
Payroll Service by    Entertainment Partners 

Caps-Universal Payroll 
 
Edited by      Thom Obarksi  

Christopher Gosch 
 
Supervising Sound Editor  Victor Iorillo 
Dialogue Editor    Maciek Malish 
ADR Editor     Jay Kaiser 
Sound Effects Editors   Brian Rizner 
John Graves 
ADR Recordist    Carlos Solis 
Vance Walden 
Foley By     Dreamsound 
Recording Mixers    Chris Haire C.A.S. 
Chris Elam C.A.S, 
Recordist     Jeffery Pitts 
 
Post Production Sound by    Wow and Flutter 
Director of Operations Wow and Flutter   David Marcus 
Post Production Coordinator   Alisha Marks 
 
Additional Post Production Sound by  Private Island Trax 
Mixing      James Barth 
 
 

Amazing Grace 
 
Vocal and Musical Arrangements Bishop Nathaniel Townsley, Jr. 
Lead Vocal     Carol Woods 
Background Vocals  Bishop Nathaniel Townsley, Jr & his Gospel 

Jubilee 



 
 

      Sylvia Dyson Ruth 
      Dawn Driver 
      Cherub Ruth 
Keyboards/Organ    Bishop Nathaniel Townsley, Jr. 
Drums     Nathaniel Townsley, III 
Bass      Ron Long 
Orchestrations    Dan Wolgumuth 
Recorded at     Knoop Music Studios   River Edge, NJ 
Engineer     Manfred Knoop 
Mixed by     Iain Fraser  
Contractor     Bishop Nathaniel Townsley, Jr.  
 

  
 
 

Special Thanks To: 
 
Pat @ FBN Auto Sales Highland Park, New Jersey 
Edison Diner 
Meryl Frank 
Albert and Carol Schickner 
Dennis and Rose Basson 
Kent Hamilton 
Cruise America RV Rentals 
AAA Communications & Event Services 
Expendables Plus 
Thomas Cestare, Inc. 
Brunswick Supply Company 
Ana E. Ortiz at Unity Bank  
Rutgers University 
Middlesex Count College 
Highland Park Board of Education 
Frank Atherton, Jr. 
Detective Joseph C. Vassalo 
Louis R. Vigiotti 
Enterprise Rent-A-Car, Somerset, NJ 



 
 

Penske Truck, Edison, NJ 
Public Storage, North Brunswick, NJ 
Lay-Z-Shoppe, New Brunswick, NJ 
The Reformed Church of  Highland Park 
City of New Brunswick 
New Brunswick Police Department 
Highland Park Police Department 
Rosemarie Dukta 
Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital 
Hyatt Regency Hotel, New Brunswick, NJ 
Washington Mutual Bank, New Brunswick, NJ 
Chocolat Fondu  
Birnn Chocolate  
The Corner Confectionary  
Sophie’s Bistro 
Bernie & Brouard Gross 
Seymore & Lola Kamp 
Daniel & Mary Anne  
Peter Mack 
Jon Carnegie 
Barbara McCarthy 
Jay Littman 
Jeff Moreno 
John Hulme 
Matt Johnson 
Mike Rooms 
Sidney James 
Paul Canestri 
Bet Miretzky-Drucker 
 
The Citizens of Highland Park, New Jersey 
 

SPECIAL THANKS AND GRATITUDE  
 

BB 
Carol Pales 



 
 

Char Holiday 
Micky Landis 
Laura Eder 
Ronald Kady 
Bill Harris 
Kate O’Neill 
Mike Szymanski 
Kent Faulcon 
Pamela Staton 
Gary & Lisa Hooker 
Jill Siegelbaum 
Laura Siegelbaum 
Rickie Fracapanie 
The Dietrich Theatre 
Pete and Maryann Cogan 
Jim and Joan Corbett 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Film Stills 

 
 

Co-star Chelsea Handler and Ally Sheedy 
 
 

 
Co-star Reshma Shetty (center) and Kate Siegel (right) 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

Kate Siegel (left) and Reshma Shetty 
 
 

 
Ruby Dee and co-star Dick Anthony Williams 

 
 

 


